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AROUND
TOWN
Sights and scenes
in the Copper Country
NEW
• Today-Jan 2: College week at Mount
Bohemia ski hill, Lac La Belle. Call 2894105.

ENTERTAINMENT
REACHING FOR A DREAM
‘I would sing in the shower or
around the house. I was never
in chorus or band ...’

By MARK WILCOX

— Katie Rukkila

UPCOMING EVENTS
• Jan. 9-12: Ice fishing vacation school,
Keweenaw waterway. Call 487-1700.
• 6-7:30 p.m. Jan. 12 - April 16: Conversational Finnish, advanced class.
Finnish-American Heritage Center, lower
level. $50 for 12-week class. Call 4877273.

• 6:30 p.m. Jan. 13: Scandinavian film
series: Pathfinder. Finnish-American
Heritage Center, Hancock. Call 4877302.
• 7 p.m. Jan. 13: Traditional powwow regalia program, Calumet Public School Library. Speaker Jill Arola. Call 337-0311.
• Jan. 13 - Feb. 18: “Rag Rug Weaving:
A Living Tradition” exhibit. Finnish-American Heritage Center, Hancock. Monday
through Saturday from 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Call 487-7500.
• 9 a.m. Jan. 15: Heikinpaiva enrichment
class: Build your own log home, the
Finnish way. Finnish-American Heritage
Center, Hancock. $5 fee. Call 296-3331.
• Sunday Jan. 16: Chassell Ice Fishing
derby. Call 523-4417.
• 6-7:30 p.m. Jan. 17 - April 11: Conversational Finnish, easy conversation.
Finnish-American Heritage Center, lower
level. $50 for 12-week class. Call 4877273
• 3 p.m. Jan. 18: Chamber Music series,
MTU Fine Arts Dept. McArdle Theatre,
Houghton. Call 487-3200.
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“My dad thought the demo was good
HOUGHTON — Katie Rukkila gradu- and he thought I should pursue a full
ated from Houghton High School in length CD,” she said. “He was pretty
2001. She is currently a senior at Cen- persistent.”
tral Michigan University, majoring in
Dad, Bruce Rukkila, brought the dehealth and fitness with a minor in nutri- mo to Larsen. Larsen was impressed
tion. In high school she was involved and said he had a song he wanted Katie
with sports and other physical activities to record.
so her career path comes as no sur“We started working on it, one song at
prise to those who know her.
a time, last Thanksgiving,” she said. “It
But recently, Katie took a year to com- was a lot of fun. Bernie is great to work
plete a project, something she said with and I had a lot of support from my
she’s been wanting to do since she was family. It took a year but it’s done.”
a little girl. An endeavor that surprised
The CD is a soft, soulful collection of
even her closest friends.
songs written by Larsen and various
“When my friends heard it, they did- co-writers, including one song comn’t even know that I sang,” she said.
posed with Rukkila.
The ‘it’ Katie is referring to is her de“Bernie calls it R&B, but it is kind of
but CD “Reach for Me” recently re- easy listening,” she said. (see review on
leased on Spinout Records. The record- this page)
ing was produced by former Houghton
She said she wanted the CD to reflect
musician and entrepreneur Bernie her musical influences primarily and
Larsen. Larsen played all the instru- surprising considering her age, Natalie
ments on the CD and wrote
Cole is one of them.
or co-wrote all nine songs.
“I love her,” she said. “Es“Reach For
Katie’s friends can’t be
pecially the ‘Unforgettable’
Me” by Katie album, I listen to it all the
blamed for being surprised.
Marie
Normally, you would think
time.”
Where:
Good Times
someone who has recorded a
Other influences include
solo CD would have a life- Music in Houghton and Mariah Carey and Whitney
long involvement in music. the Community Arts Houston. Often performers
Center in Hancock. will be out singing in public
Not so with Rukkila.
Call: 482--0245 or for years before they get into
“I would sing in the shower
or around the house, but
the studio. The exact oppo482-2333
that’s about it,” she said. “I
site is true for Rukkila.
was never in chorus or band, because I
“I’ve only performed at two open
was always too busy with sports.”
mics,” she said. “It’s something I know
Although she never pursued her mu- I have to do more of. But being in colsic, it was always there, always inside of lege, it’s really frustrating to find the
her.
time it takes to perform.”
“Even when I was young, I thought I’d
The CD has been getting some airlike to make a CD someday,” she said.
play on local commercial and campus
Prior to her recording debut, her mu- radio stations, although she has yet to
sical experiences was quite limited.
hear herself sing on the radio. For the
She had taken private singing lessons sake of the CD she dropped her last
from well known instructor and per- name and used her first and middle
former, Ann Campbell. That led to a names, Katie Marie.
chorus part in a Pine Mountain Music
“Rukkila is hard to pronounce,” she
Festival opera. At college, she joined said with a laugh. “Not a lot of people
some friends in CMU’s women’s choir. get it right.”
“I liked it, but the schedule didn’t
Rukkila has no real plan for her muwork,” she said.
sic. For the next few months her efforts
But the dream wouldn’t die. In 2002, and energy will be focused on finishing
she paid a visit to Red House Record- college and completing a co-op. She’ll
ing in Chassell where she made a ‘de- graduate and then look for a job in the
mo’ of covers of three pop songs. Katie health and fitness field. She is open to
thought that would be the end of it, she the fact that she has a record out there
made her record, now back to focusing and wonderful things may happen.
on school. But she hadn’t counted on
“I know its a needle in a haystack,”
the support of her biggest fans, her par- she said. “But you never know.”
Gazette Writer

Photo courtesy of Katie Rukkila

THE MEANING OF ART MUSIC SURPRISINGLY SOULFUL
• 6 p.m. Jan. 20: Heikinpaiva enrichment
class - Sami Joik lecture and workshop.
Finnish-American Heritage Center. $5
fee, Call 353-6277.
• 5 to 7 p.m. Jan. 21: Opening reception
for “Rag Rug Weaving: A Living Tradition”
exhibit. Finnish-American Heritage Center, Hancock.
• Jan. 21-23: Heikinpaiva mid-winter festival, various Hancock locations. Call
487-7302.
• 7:30 p.m. Jan. 21 and Jan. 22: Jazz
Cabaret, MTU Fine Arts Dept. McArdle
Theatre. Call 487-3200.
• 7:30 p.m. Jan. 22: Hypnotist Dale K.
MTU Rozsa Center, Houghton. Call 4873200.
• Jan. 23: Copper Country Classic at the
Chassell Ski Trails, 5K and 10K cross
country ski races. For more information,
call Jim Tervo at 523-4884.
• 7:30 p.m. Jan. 25: “Snowflakes” presented by the MTU Great Events Series,
free of charge at the Rozsa Center. For
more information, visit www.mtu.edu.
• Jan. 29: Bigfoot Snowshoe Event, includes 2K, 4K and 6K snowshoe courses, snacks and drinks for participants, a
raffle, trail guides and demos at the MTU
SDC in Houghton. For more information,
call MTU Power at 487-2538.
• Jan. 29-30: Keweenaw High School Ski
Sleepover for all high school students to
ski at MTU, Mont Ripley and Mount Bohemia. An overnight campout will be held
at the MTU SDC. Check in is from 8 a.m.
to noon Saturday. For more information,
call 1-888-688-0185.

Editor’s note: To submit an event or exhibit for
publication in the entertainment calendar, e-mail
mcancilla@mininggazette.com or call 483-2202.

Going through some old files
recently, I came across the following statement made by ballet
legend Mikhail Baryshnikov:
“Just like a person, a city without an artistic life is a pretty dismal thing.”
What is an artistic life for a
person and a community? And
since it is that time of year for
resolutions, do we resolve to
have more in our personal and
community life for the next
year?
As Patrick Overton has said,
“We are art scarred and art
scared.” We find it easy to tell
others, “I’m not an artist.” But
who is to say that when we
choose our clothing, decorate
our homes and design our gardens that we are not making
artistic choices. If we looked at
the world with the eyes of an
artist, our environment would
be much better designed.
Arts and culture and history
and heritage are bountiful in the
Copper Country and contribute
enormously to the quality of life
here. These aspects of life tell
our stories, create community,
contribute to economic viability
and are an important part of
tourism. Furthermore, they enrich our lives.
In the early 1990s, the name of
our state arts council changed
to the Michigan Council for Arts
and Cultural Affairs. At the end
of the last decade, after repeatedly identifying underserved
counties and in response to the
legislature’s discovering that 39
of the 92 counties in Michigan
were not receiving funding from
MCACA, the Rural Arts and Culture Program was created.
The goal of this program is to
reach “organizations in those 39
counties with assistance, information and funding to support
collaborative projects utilizing
arts and cultural resources that
impact economic development
and strengthen rural communities.”

Susan
Burack
Keweenaw
arts
The surprise has been that all
of these predominately rural
counties have wonderful arts,
culture, history and heritage resources that make them unique
and special places. Community
assessment made these resources evident.
In small communities, everyone knows everyone else and
putting the people who make
things happen together isn’t that
difficult. Providing the assistance to support the skill building, planning, implementation
and funding has led to a host of
unique projects around the
state.
In the Upper Peninsula, Baraga and Keweenaw counties are
eligible for the RACP. Both counties have received funds over
the past five years and completed exemplary and innovative
programs.
For fiscal year 2006 (October 1,
2005 - Sept 30, 2006) the deadline
for RACP grants is May 2.
Grants of $4,000 through $10,000
are available. A workshop focusing on skills and resources that
assist local arts/cultural project
development and planning will
be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Jan. 21 at Keweenaw Krayons
new space in the former Mohawk School, Mohawk.
More information is available
at http://museum.msu.edu/ruralarts or e-mail ruralarts@museum.msu.edu,
or
phone
517/432-3358. The registration
fee of $10 includes lunch and
materials. How can your organization use $10,000 in Baraga or
Keweenaw County?
Resolved: In 2005, arts thrive!

Imagine you’re in one of those
small diners that every Upper
Peninsula town seems to be
graced with. Your blue-plate
special arrives, served on bone
China and Irish linen and you’re
stunned to see that it’s true
gourmet fare worthy of a fivestar restaurant.
Got the image? Now you have
an idea of what I experienced
listening to Katie Marie’s debut
CD “Reach for Me.”
There is something familiar
and comfortable about Katie’s
delivery and her material. All
nine songs were written by former Houghton music impresario Bernie Larsen, along with
various partners, (including
Katie herself on “Cold Cold
World”). Larsen also produced
the work and played all instruments.The songs are new, yet
you feel as if you’ve heard them
before. As soon as a song began, a tiny voice inside my head
said “Oooh, I know this one.”
And while I scrambled for forgotten lyrics, I realized that I’ve
never heard it before. Each
track is comfortable, easy to listen to, but this certainly doesn’t
fall into the category of “easy
listening.”
When a local artist makes a
recording the first questions
are, “What kind of music is it?”
or “Who does she sound like?”
I guess I was doing this before
I even listened to the CD. I
judged Katie Marie by her age
and appearance and assumed I
would get teenage angst with a
bubble gum flavor — Avril Lavigne meets Lindsay Lohan.
Katie and Larsen say the music
is R&B. Maybe, but in my day
that sound could only by one
word, soul.
I was expecting Hilary Duff
and I got Natalie Cole instead.
That’s why this CD sounds so
familiar. It has a heartbeat that
I know, it’s what I grew up with.
Memories of listening to
Phoebe Snow, Roberta Flack

Casual
critic
Mark
Wilcox

and Natalie flooded back. The
fourth cut, “Come to Me” is
quite reminiscent of Teri Desario and Harry Casey’s (K.C.
of Sunshine Band fame) “Ready
for Love,” one of my guilty pleasures of the 70’s.
Katie’s sound takes its genesis from music born long before
she was, but she makes it her
own. Like any good soul record,
the themes are simple. Love
lost, love unfound and love gone
wrong.
Katie sings with a soulfulness,
even a melancholy that 20somethings are not supposed to
have. There’s a sense of emptiness and sadness that Katie
should not understand, yet she
does and it gives her music a
depth and texture to make it
palatable to a wide-ranging audience.
In the title track, she implores
a hopeful lover to quit moping
about his lost love and open his
eyes to the love that is there for
the taking.
“You should know as you’re
waiting helplessly, somebody’s
here to hold you while you
dream. I know what hopelessness and pain inside can do, I
try to imagine that it was me
and you,” she sings.
These are real life feelings
wrought with real emotion,
tough for a young singer to pull
off. Not only does Katie Marie
pull it off, she does it seemingly
without effort.
Larsen’s instrumentation and
production are essential to setting the mood, but don’t come
close to overshadowing the album’s star.

For all it’s strengths, “Reach
to Me” isn’t perfect. Ironically,
what makes the CD so darn
good is also its only major flaw.
While Larsen has gone to
great lengths to showcase his
protege in the best possible
light, perhaps he was a bit to
cautious. Nine cuts were finely
crafted, but I was sold after the
first five. The last cuts were just
more of the same. They kept
taking me to where I’de already
been. I kept waiting for a
change in tempo, a little less
production and a bit more
Katie. I wanted it to keep building till it knocked by socks off,
but it didn’t.
The first half of the recording
reminded me of old Phoebe
Snow or Roberta Flack records;
soulful, sexy, each song building
on the one before. I kept waiting
to get knocked out, instead it
was like getting a hug from an
old flame.There were no fireworks, just a warm fireplace.
But that is the worst I can say
about this debut and I hope it’s
just that, the beginning of a long
and successful recording career. If her collaboration with
Larsen continues, let’s hope he
gives her a longer leash next
time and then stand back and
see what this amazing young
talent can dish up.
“Reach for me” is available locally at Good Times Music in
Houghton and the Community
Arts Center in Hancock.

